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INDIAN SONG AND ITS PLACE, IN THE LIFE 
OF THE INDIAN 


By Miss Natalie Curtis New-Yoik. 


Song as the expression of the soul of a people. The important 
place of song in the life of the Indian. Religion, tradition, his¬ 
tory and thought embodied and preserved in ritual of poetry and 
song. The Indians song records the teachings of his wise men, 
the great deeds of his heroes, workships of his gods. More than 
this, song is closely interwoven with the acts of daily life.—How 
songs originate with Indians. Examples of songs from dfferent 
tribes, typifying various aspects of Indian life. 

1. Religious Song. —Hogan Biyin. Chant of the Hogans Tra¬ 

ditional “ Holy Song ” of the Navajos, New Mexico and 
Arizona. 

2. War Song.— Iruska. War-Dance Song of the Pawnees, 

formerly in Nebraska, now in Oklahoma. 

3. Domestic Songs. —(a) Ockaya. Corn-grinding Song of the 

women of Zuni Pueblo, New Mexico. 

( b ) Pumuch-Tau'i. Lullaby of the Hopi Pueblos, Ari¬ 
zona. 

4. Dance-Song. — Poli-Tkva. Butterfly-Dance from the Hopi- 

Pueblo of Oraibi, Arizona. 

(Indians Songs will be sung by Miss Curtis). 



